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Description 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

5 [0001] The present Invention relates to ethylene type polymer compositions having high melt tension and high dia- 
metrical swell ratio and showing excellent mechanical strength and rigidity. 

BACKGROUND ART 

10 [0002] Ethylene type polymers such as an ethylene polymer and an ethylene/a-olefin copolymer have been conven- 
tionally molded by various molding (or forming) methods such as blow molding, vacuum or pressure forming, calend- 
ering, inflation molding, extrusion molding, expansion molding, stretched film molding and injection molding, and they 
have been widely employed. 

[0003] The ethylene type polymers are required to have various properties depending on the purpose or the molding 
method. For example, in the production of films by means of high-speed inflation molding, ethylene type polymers 
having high melt tension should be employed to inhibit instability or brealcage of bubbles. In the production of cans for 
industrial chemicals, drum cans, bottles or the like by means of blow molding, ethylene type polymers having high swell 
ratio (diametrical swell ratio) should be employed to obtain blow molded articles having good shape of pinch-off portions 
and narrow wall thickness distribution. The blow molded articles are generally required to have properties of high impact 
20 strength, and in addition thereto they are recently required to have high rigidity to improve durability and economical 
effects. 

[0004] By the way, the ethylene type polymers are conventionally prepared using catalysts such as Ti catalysts or 
Cr catalysts (Philips catalysts) or by a high-pressure method. Among various ethylene type polymers, those prepared 
by the use of Ziegler-Natta catalysts typified by Ti catalysts, esp. MgCl2 supported type Ti catalysts, have molecular 

25 structure almost free from long-chain branches and show excellent rigidity and impact resistance, l-lowever, they are 
inferior in the moldability to the ethylene type polymer prepared by the use of Cr catalysts. Meanwhile, the ethylene 
type polymers prepared by the high-pressure method and by the use of Cr catalysts have higher melt tension and swell 
ratio than those by the use of Ziegler-Natta catalysts and have excellent moldability. However, they have molecular 
structure with long-chain branches and are inferior in the rigidity and impact resistance. 

30 [0005] In order to improve the properties of the ethylene type polymers, various proposals have been made. For 
example, in Japanese Patent l^id-Open Publication No. 12735/1980, a blend of polyethylene prepared by the use of 
Ziegler-Natta catalyst and polyethylene prepared by a high-pressure method is proposed. In Japanese Patent Laid- 
Open Publication No. 36546/1985, a blend of polyethylene prepared by the use of Ziegler-Natta catalyst and polyeth- 
ylene prepared by the use of Cr catalyst is proposed. However, these polyethylene blends are inferior to the ethylene 

35 type polymers prepared by the use of Ziegler-Natta catalysts in rigidity and impact resistance, though they are improved 
in the moldability. 

[0006] In WO 96/14 358, a polyethylene composition comprising HDPE and LLDPE which has improved glass and 
impact strength is proposed. However these compositions are not described as having high melt tension. 
[0007] Under such circumstances as mentioned above, the present inventors have studied, and they have found 
that an ethylene type polymer composition comprising a specific high-density ethylene type polymer and a specific 
ethylene type polymer, in which at least one of them is prepared by the use of a metallocene catalyst and the density 
ratio therebetween exceeds 1 , is excellent in moldability, stress crack resistance, mechanical strength and rigidity. The 
present inventors have also found that such a composition can be molded into articles for a wider variety of uses by 
various methods such as blow molding, vacuum or pressure forming, calendering, inflation molding, extrusion molding, 
45 expansion molding, stretched film molding and injection molding. Based on the finding, the present invention has been 
accomplished. 

[0008] The present invention has an object to provide an ethylene type polymer composition which is capable of 
being molded Into articles for a wider variety of uses by various methods such as blow molding, vacuum or pressure 
forming, calendering, inflation molding, extrusion molding, expansion molding, stretched film molding and injection 
50 molding and from which molded articles of excellent mechanical strength and rigidity are obtainable. 

DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION 

[0009] The ethylene polymer composition according to the invention is an ethylene polymer composition comprising: 

55 

(A) an ethylene polymer in an amount of 20 to 90 % by weight, said ethylene polymer being an ethylene polymer 
or a copolymer of ethylene and an a-olefin of 3 to 20 carbon atoms and having the following properties: 
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(A-1 ) the density (d^) is in the range of 0.96 to 0.98 g/cm^, and 
(A-2) the intrinsic viscosity (r\) is in the range of 0.5 to 3.0 dl/g; 

and 

(B) an ethylene polymer in an amount of 80 to 10 % by weight, said ethylene polymer being an ethylene polymer 
or a copolymer of ethylene and an a-olefin of 3 to 20 carbon atoms and having the following properties: 

(B-1) the density (dg) is in the range of 0.91 to 0.965 g/cm^, and 
(B-2) the intrinsic viscosity {r\) is in the range of 3.0 to 10 dl/g, 

at least one of said ethylene polymer (A) and said ethylene polymer (B) being an ethylene polymer prepared by 
the use of a metallocene catalyst, 

wherein said ethylene polymer composition has the following properties: 

15 (1) a ratio (d^/dQ) of the density (d^) of the ethylene polymer (A) to the density (d^) of the ethylene polymer (B) is 

larger than 1; 

(2) the density is in the range of 0.940 to 0.970 g/cm^; 

(3) the melt flow rate (MFR, measured at 190 °C under a load of 2.16 kg) is in the range of 0.005 to 20 g/10 min; 

(4) the melt flow rate (MFR) and the melt tension (MT) satisfy the following relation 



10 



20 



log (MT) > -0.4log(MFR) + 0.70; 



and 

25 (5) the diametrical swell ratio exceeds 1.35. 

[001 0] The ethylene polymer (A) and/or the ethylene polymer (B) can be prepared by the use of a carrier supported 

metallocene catalyst comprising: 

30 [1] a transition metal compound represented by the following fonmula (I): 



35 



40 




(I) 



45 



wherein 

M is a transition metal atom of Group 4 to Group 6 of the periodic table, 

so R\ r2, r3 and R"* may be the same as or different from each other, they are each hydrogen atom, a halogen 

atom, a hydrocarbon group of 1 to 20 carbon atoms, a halogenated hydrocarbon group of 1 to 20 carbon 
atoms, a silicon-containing group, an oxygen-containing group, a sulfur-containing group, a nitrogen-contain- 
ing group or a phosphorus-containing group, or a part of the adjacent groups of R'' to R^ are bonded to each 
other to form at least one ring together with carbon atoms to which they are bonded, 

55 and X2 may be the same as or different from each other, and are each hydrogen atom, a halogen atom, a 

hydrocarbon group of 1 to 20 carbon atoms, a halogenated hydrocarbon group of 1 to 20 carbon atoms, an 
oxygen-containing group, a sulfur-containing group or a nitrogen-containing group, and 
Y is a divalent hydrocarbon group, a divalent silicon-containing group or a divalent gemnanium-containing 
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group; 

[II] a compound which Is capable of activating the transition metal compound [I] and is at least one compound 
selected from: 

5 

(11-1) an organoaluminum compound. 
(11-2) an aluminoxane, and 

(11-3) a compound which reacts with the transition metal compound [I] to form an ion pair; and 

10 [III] a fine particle carrier. 

[0011] The ethylene type polymer composition according to the invention shows excellent moldability and can be 
molded into articles having excellent rigidity and mechanical strength such as stress crack resistance. 

15 BEST MODE FOR CARRYING OUT THE INVENTION 

[0012] The ethylene polymer composition according to the invention is described in detail hereinafter. 
[0013] The ethylene polymer composition of the invention is formed from an ethylene polymer (A) and an ethylene 
polymer (B), and at least one of these ethylene polymers is prepared by the use of a metallocene catalyst. 
20 [0014] The components of the polymers are now described. 

(A) Ethylene type polymer 

[0015] The ethylene polymer (A) for constituting the ethylene type polymer composition of the invention is an ethylene 
25 homopolymer or a random copolymer of ethylene and an a-olefin of 3 to 20 carbon atoms. 

[0016] Examples of the a-olefins of 3 to 20 carbon atoms include propylene, 1-butene. 1-pentene, 1-hexene, 4-me- 
thyl-1-pentene, 1-octene, 1-decene, 1-dodecene, 1-tetradecene, 1-hexadecene, 1-octadecene, 1-eicosene and mix- 
tures thereof. 

[0017] In the ethylene polymer (A), it is desirable that the units derived from ethylene are contained In amounts of 
30 60 to 100 % by weight, preferably 80 to 100 % by weight, more preferably 90 to 100 % by weight, and the units derived 
from the a-olefin of 3 to 20 caribon atoms are contained in amounts of 0 to 40 % by weight, preferably 0 to 20 % by 
weight, more preferably 0 to 10 % by weight. 

[0018] In the present invention, the composition of the ethylene polymer can be determined by ^^c-NMR spectrum. 

The ''^c-NMR spectrum of the ethylene polymer is generally obtained by measuring a sample solution obtained by 
35 homogeneously dissolving about 200 mg of a sample in 1 ml of hexachiorobutadiene in a sample tube having a diameter 

of 10 mm. The measurement is carried out under the conditions of a measuring temperature of 120 ""C, a measuring 

frequency of 25.05 MHz, a spectrum width of 1 ,500 Hz, a pulse repetition time of 4.2 sec and a pulse width of 6 ^sec. 

[0019] (A-1) The ethylene polymer (A) has a density (d^) of 0,96 to 0.98 g/cnr»3, preferably 0.965 to 0.980 g/cm^. 

[0020] In the present invention, the density of the ethylene type polymer is measured in the following manner. Strands 
40 obtained in the measurement of melt flow rate described below are heat treated at 120 °C for 1 hour, then gradually 

cooled to room temperature over a period of 1 hour, followed by measuring the density by a gradient density tube. 

[0021] .(A-2) The ethylene polymer (A) has an intrinsic viscosity (r\) of 0.5 to 3,0 dl/g (MFR: 1,000 to 0.01 g/10 min), 

preferably 0.8 to 2.0 dl/g. 

[0022] In the present invention, the intrinsic viscosity (t|) of the ethylene type polymer is measured in decalin at 1 35 °C. 
45 [0023] The melt flow rate of the ethylene polymer is measured at 1 90 °C under a load of 2. 1 6 kg in accordance with 
ASTM D 1238-65T 

[0024] The ethylene polymer (A) preferably is one prepared by the use of a metallocene catalyst, and particularly 
preferably Is one prepared by the use of the later-described metallocene catalyst. 

50 (B) Ethylene type polymer 

[0025] The ethylene polymer (B) for constituting the ethylene type polymer composition of the invention is an ethylene 
homopolymer or a random copolymer of ethylene and an a-olefin of 3 to 20 carbon atoms. Examples of the a-olefins 
of 3 to 20 carbon atoms are the same as those described for the ethylene type polymer (A). 
55 [0026] In the ethylene polymer (B), it is desirable that the units derived from ethylene are contained in amounts of 
60 to 100 % by weight, preferably 80 to 98 % by weight, more preferably 90 to 96 % by weight, and the units derived 
from the a-olefin of 3 to 20 carbon atoms are contained in amounts of 1 to 40 % by weight, preferably 2 to 20 % by 
weight, more preferably 4 to 10 % by weight. 
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[0027] (B-1) The ethylene polymer (B) has a density of 0.91 to 0.965 g/cm^. preferably 0.915 to 0.960 g/cm^, 
more preferably 0.920 to 0.960 g/cm^. 

[0028] (B-2) The ethylene polymer (B) has an intrinsic viscosity (ti) of 3.0 to 10 dl/g (MFR: 35 to 0.0003 g/10 min). 
[0029] The ethylene polymer (B) preferably is one prepared by the use of a metallocene catalyst, and particularly 
5 preferably is one prepared by the use of the below-described metallocene catalyst. 

Preparation of ethylene type polymer 

[0030] At least one of the ethylene polymer (A) and the ethylene polymer (B) is prepared by the use of a metallocene 
10 catalyst, and it is preferable that both of them are prepared by the use of a metallocene catalyst. 

[0031] In the present invention, employable as the metallocene compound is a carrier supported metallocene com- 
pound comprising: 

[I] a transition metal compound having a specific structure; 
15 [II] a compound which is capable of activating the transition metal compound [I] and is at least one compound 

selected from: 

(11-1) an organoaluminum compound, 
(11-2) an aluminoxane, and 

20 (||.3) a compound which reacts with the transition metal compound [I] to form an ion pain and 

[III] a fine particle carrier. 

[0032] The components for constituting the catalyst are described below. 
25 [0033] The transition metal compound [1] employable in the invention is, for example, a bridge type metallocene 
compound represented by the following formula (I): 




wherein M is a transition metal atom of Group 4 to Group 6 of the periodic table, specifically titanium, zirconium, hafnium, 
vanadium, niobium, tantalum, chromium, molybdenum or tungsten, preferably titanium, zirconium or hafnium, partic- 
45 ularly preferably zirconium. 

Substituent groups to 

[0034] Ri , R2, r3 and R"* may be the same as or different from each other, they are each hydrogen atom, a halogen 
50 atom, a hydrocarbon group of 1 to 20 carbon atoms which may be halogenated, a silicon-containing group, an oxygen- 
containing group, a sulfur-containing group, a nitrogen-containing group or a phosphorus-containing group, or a part 
of the adjacent groups of R^ to R^ are bonded to each other to fomi at least one ring together with carbon atoms to 
which they are bonded. In the fonnula, a pair of each Ri to R^ appear, and this indicates that the groups (or atoms) 
with the same symbols are preferably bonded to each other to form a ring, for example, R^ and R'' are preferably 
55 bonded to form a ring. 

[0035] The halogen atom is fluorine, chlorine, bromine or iodine. 

[0036] Examples of the hydrocarbon groups of 1 to 20 carbon atoms include: 
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alkyl groups, such as methyl, ethyl, n-propyl, isopropyl, n-butyl, Isobutyl, sec-butyl, tert-butyl, n-pentyl, neopentyl, 
n-hexyl, cyclohexyl, octyl, nonyl, dodecyl, eicosyl, norbornyl and adamantyl; 
alkenyl groups, such as vinyl, propenyl and cyclohexenyl; 
arylalkyi groups, such as benzyl, phenylethyl and phenylpropyl; and 

aryl groups, such as phenyl, tolyl, dimethylphenyl, trimethylphenyl, ethylphenyl, propylphenyl, biphenyl. a- or p- 
naphthyl, methylnaphthyl. anthracenyl, phenanthryl, benzylphenyl, pyrenyl, acenaphthyl, phenalenyl, aceanthryle- 
nyl, tetrahydronaphthyl. indanyl and biphenylyl. 

[0037] These hydrocarbon groups may be substituted with halogens. 

[0038] Examples of the rings formed by bonding of to include fused rings, such as benzene ring, naphthalene 
ring, acenaphthene ring and indene ring; and rings wherein the hydrogen atoms on fused rings, such as benzene ring, 
naphthalene ring, acenaphthene ring and indene ring, are replaced with alkyl groups, such as methyl, ethyl, propyl and 
butyl, or halogens. 

[0039] Examples of the silicon-containing groups include monohydrocarbon-substituted silyls, such as methylsityl 
and phenylsilyl; dihydrocarbon-substituted silyls. such as dimethylsilyl and diphenylsilyl; trihydrocarbon-substituted 
silyls. such as trimethylsilyl, triethylsityl, tripropylsilyl, tricyclohexylsilyl, triphenylsilyl. dimethylphenylsilyl, nriethyldiphe- 
nylsilyl, tritolylsilyl and trinaphthylsilyl; silyl ethers of the hydrocarbon-substituted silyls, such as trimethylsilyl ether; 
silicon-substituted alkyl groups, such as trimethylsitylmethyl; and silicon-substituted aryl groups, such as trimethytsl- 
lylphenyl. 

[0040] Examples of the oxygen-containing groups include hydroxyl group; alkoxy groups, such as methoxy. ethoxy, 
propoxy and butoxy; aryloxy groups, such as phenoxy. methylphenoxy. dimethylphenoxy and naphthoxy; and arylalkoxy 
groups, such as phenylmethoxy and phenylethoxy. 

[0041] Examples of the sulfur-containing groups include those wherein oxygen is replaced with sulfur in the above- 
exemplified oxygen-containing groups; sulfonate groups, such as methylsulfonato, trifluoromethanesulfonato, phenyl- 
suifonato. benzylsulfonato, p-toluenesulfonato. trimethylbenzenesulfonato. triisobutylbenzenesulfonato. p-chloroben- 
zenesulfonato and pentafluorobenzenesulfonato; and sulfinato groups, such as methylsulfinato, phenylsulfinato. ben- 
zenesulfinato. p-toluenesulfinato, trimethylbenzenesulfinato and pentafluorobenzenesulfinato. 
[0042] Examples of the nitrogen-containing groups include amino group; alkylamino groups, such as methylamino, 
dimethylamino, diethylamino, dipropylamino, dibutylamino and dicyclohexylamino; and arylamino or alkylarylamino 
groups, such as phenylamino. diphenylamino. ditolylamino. dinaphthylamino and methylphenylamino. 
[0043] Examples of the phosphorus-containing groups include dimethylphosphino and diphenylphosphino. 

XI andX2 

[0044] and X^ may be the same as or different from each other, and are each hydrogen atom, a halogen atom, 
a hydrocarbon group of 1 to 20 carbon atoms which may be halogenated, an oxygen-containing group, a sulfur-con- 
taining group or a nitrogen-containing group. Examples of these atoms and groups are the same as those described 
for Ri to R^. 

Y 

[0045] Y is a divalent. hydrocarbon group, a divalent silicon-containing group or a divalent germanium-containing 
group. 

[0046] Examples of the divalent hydrocarbon groups include alkylene groups, such as methylene, dimethylmethyl- 
ene, 1,2-ethylene, dimethyl-1,2-ethylene, 1 .3-trimethylene, 1 ,4-tetramethylene, 1,2-cyclohexylene and 1 ,4-cyclohex- 
ylene; and arylalkylene groups, such as diphenylmethylene and diphenyl- 1,2-ethylene. 

[0047] Examples of the divalent silicon-containing groups include alkylsilylene. alkylarylsilylene and arylsitylene 
groups, such as methylsilylene, dimethylsilylene, diethylsilylene, di(n-propyl)silylene. di(i-propyl)sllylene, di(cyclohexyl) 
silylene, methylphenylsilylene, diphenylsilylene, di(p-tolyl)silylene and di{p-chlorophenyI)silylene; and alkyldisllyl, alky- 
laryldisilyl and aryidisilyl groups, such as tetramethyl-1,2-disilyl and tetraphenyl-1,2-disilyl. 

[0048] Examples of the divalent germanium-containing groups include those wherein silicon is replaced with germa- 
nium in the above-exemplified divalent silicon-containing groups. 
[0049] Listed below are examples of the transition metal compounds [I]. 

Dimethylsilylene-bis(indenyl)zirconium dichloride, 
Dimethylsilylene-bis(indenyl)zirconium dibromide, 
Dimethylsilylene-bis(indenyl)dimethyl zirconium, 
Dimethylsilylene-bis(indenyl)diphenyl zirconium, 
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Dimethylsilylene-bis(indenyl)methylzirconium monochloride, 

Dlmethylsilylene-bis(indenyl)2trconiumbis(methanesulfonate), 

Dimethytsitylene-bis(indenyl)zirconiumbis(p-toluenesulfonate), 

Dimethylsilylene-bis(indenyl)zirconiumbts(trifluoromethanesulfonate), 
5 Dimethylsilylene-bis(indenyl)zirconium trifluoromethanesulfonate, 

Dimethylsilylene-(indenyl)(cyciopentadienyl)zirconium dichloride, 

Dimethylsilylene-bis(2-methyllndenyl)zirconium dichloride, 

DimethylsilyIene-bis(2-methyl-4-phenylindenyl)zirconium dichloride, 

Dlmethylsilylene-(indenyl)(fluorenyl)zirconium dichloride, 
10 Dlmethylsilylene-(cyclopentadlenyl)(f1uorenyl)zirconium dichloride, 

Dimethytsilylene-bis(fluorenyl)zirconium dichloride, 

Diphenylsilylene-bis(indenyl)zirconium dichloride, 

Methylphenylsilylene-bis(indenyl)zirconium dichloride, 

Ethylene-bis(indenyl)dimethyl zirconium, 
15 Ethylene-bis(indenyl)zirconium dichloride, 

Ethylene-bis(indenyl)zirconiumbis(trifluoromethanesulfonate), 

Ethylene-bis(indenyl)zirconiumbis(methanesulfonate), 

Ethylene-bis(indenyl)zirconiumbis(p-toluenesulfonate), 

Ethylene-bis(indenyl)zirconiumbis(p-chlorobenzenesulfonate), 
20 lsopropylidene-bis(cyclopentadienyl)(fluorenyl)zirconium dichloride, 

lsopropylidene-bis(cyclopentadienyl)(indenyl)zirconium dichloride, 

lsopropylidene-(4-methylcyclopentadienyl)(2-methylindenyl)zirconium dichloride, 

lsopropylidene-(3-tert-butyIcyclopentadienyI)(fluorenyl)zirconium dichloride, 

Dlmethylsilylene-bis(4,5-benzoindenyl)zirconium dichloride, 
25 Dimethylsilylene-bis(2-methyl-4.5-benzoindenyl)zirconium dichloride, 

Dimethylsilylene-(2-methyl-4,5-benzoindenyl)(2,7-di-tert-butylfluorenyl)zirconium dichloride, 

Ethylene-bis(2-methyl-4,5-benzoindenyl)zirconium dichloride, 

Methylene-bis(2-methyl-4-phenylindenyl)zirconium dichloride, 

Ethylene-bis(2-methyl-4-phenylindenyl)zirconium dichloride, 
30 Dimethylsilylene-bis(2-ethyl-4-phenyllndenyl)zirconium dichloride, 

Dimethylsilylene-bis(2-ethyl-4-(a-naphthyl)indenyl)zirconium dichloride, 

Ethylene-bis(2-ethyl-4-phenylindenyl)zirconium dichloride, 

Ethylene-bis(2-ethyl-4-{a-naphthyl)indenyl)zirconium dichloride, 

Ethylene-bis(2-n-propyl-4-(a-naphthyl)indenyl)zirconjum dichloride, 
35 Ethylene-bis(2,4,7-trimethylindenyl)zirconium dichloride, and 

lsopropylidene-bis(2,4.7-trimethylindenyl)zlrconium dichloride. 

[0050] As the compound [II] capable of activating the transition metal compound [I] (sometimes refenred to as "com- 
ponent [lir hereinafter), there Is employed at least one compound selected from: 

40 

(11-1) an organoaluminum compound, 

(11-2) an aluminoxane, and _ 

(11-3) a compound which reacts with the transition metal compound [I] to form an ion pair. 

45 [0051] The organoluminum compound (11-1) (sometimes referred to as "component (11-1)" hereinafter) is represented 
by, for example, the following formula (i): 

R%AIX3^ (i) 

50 

wherein is a hydrocarbon group of 1 to 12 carbon atoms, X is a halogen atom or hydrogen atom, and n is 1 to 3. 
[0052] In the formula (i), is a hydrocarbon group of 1 to 12 carbon atoms, e.g., an atkyi group, a cyctoalkyi group 
or an aryl group. Particular examples thereof include methyl, ethyl, n-prppyl, isopropyl, isobutyl, pentyl, hexyl, octyl, 
cyclopentyl, cyclohexyl, phenyl and tolyl. 
55 [0053] Examples of such organoaluminum compounds (11-1) include: 

trialkylaluminums. such as trimethylaluminum, triethylaluminum, triisopropylaluminum, triisobutylaluminum, trioc- 
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tylaluminum and tri-2-ethylhexylaluminum; 
alkenylatuminums, such as isoprenylaluminum; 

dialkylaluminum halides. such as dimethylaluminum chloride, diethyialuminum chloride, diisopropylaluminum chlo- 
ride, diisobutylaluminum chloride and dimethylaluminum bromide; 

alkylaluminum sesquihalides, such as methylaluminum sesquichloride, ethylatuminum sesquichloride, isopropy- 
laluminum sesquichloride, butylaluminum sesquichloride and ethylaluminum sesquibromide; 
alkylaluminum dihalides, such as methylaluminum dichlorlde, ethylaluminum dichloride, isopropylaluminum dichlo- 
ride and ethylaluminum dibromide; and 

alkylaluminum hydrides, such as diethyialuminum hydride and diisobutylaluminum hydride. 

[0054] Also employable as the organoaluminum compound (tt-1 ) is a compound represented by the following formula 
(ii): 

R%AIY3^ (Ii) 

wherein is the same as above, Y is -OR^ group, -0SiRC3 group, -OAIR^2 group, -NR^j group, -SiR^g group or -N 
(R9)AIR^2 group, n is 1 to 2, R^, R^ RC and R^ are each methyl, ethyl, isopropyl, isobutyl, cyclohexyl, phenyl or the 
like, R^ is hydrogen atom, or methyl, ethyl, isopropyl, phenyl, trimethylsllyl or the like, and R^ and R9 are each methyl, 
ethyl or the like. 

[0055] Examples of such organoaluminum compounds include: 

(1) compounds of the formula R^nAI(OR^)3_n, e.g., dimethylaluminum methoxide, diethyialuminum ethoxide and 
diisobutylaluminum methoxide; 

(2) compounds of the formula R^nAI(OSiRC3)3^, e.g., Et2AI(OSiMe3), (iso-Bu)2AI(OSiMe3) and (iso-Bu)2AI(OSiEt3); 

(3) compounds of the formula R^nAI(OAIR<'2)3-n> ^ 9 * Et2AIOAIEt2 and (iso-Bu)2AIOAI(iso-Bu)2; 

(4) compounds of the formula R«nAI(NRe2)3.n. e.g.. Me2AINEt2, EtgAINHMe, MegAINHEt, Et2AIN{SiMe3)2 and (Iso- 
Bu)2AIN(SiMe3)2; 

(5) compounds of the formula R^n^KSiR^aja^n. e g- (iso-Bu)2AISiMe3; and 

(6) compounds of the formula R3hAI(N(R9)AIRh2)3-n. e.g., Et2AIN(Me)AIEt2 and (iso-Bu)2AIN(Et)AI(iso-Bu)2. 

[0056] Of these, preferable are compounds of the formulas R^^Al, R^nAI(0R'^)3.n and RanAI(OAIR<*2)3-n. partic- 
ularly preferable are compounds of said formulas wherein R^ is an isoalkyt group and n is 2. 
[0057] The organoaluminum compounds (11-1) can be used in combination. 

[0058] The aluminoxane (11-2) (sometimes referred to as "component (11-2)" hereinafter) may be a benzene-soluble 
alumlnoxane conventionally known or a benzene-insoluble organoaluminum oxy-compound disclosed in Japanese 
Patent Lald-Open Publication No. 276807/1990. 

[0059] The aluminoxane can be prepared by, for example, the following processes. 

(1) An organoaluminum compound such as trialkylaluminum is added to a hydrocarbon medium suspension of 
compounds containing adsorbed water or salts containing water of crystallization, e.g., magnesium chloride hy- 
drate, copper sulfate hydrate, aluminum sulfate hydrate, nickel sulfate hydrate or cerous chloride hydrate, so as 
to allow the organoaluminum compound to react with the adsorbed water or the water of crystallization. 

(2) Water, ice or water vapor is allowed to directly act on an organoaluminum compound such as trialkylaluminum 
in a medium such as benzene, toluene, ethyl ether or . tetrahydrofuran. 

(3) An organotin oxide such as dimethyltin oxide or dibutyltin oxide is allowed to react with an organoaluminum 
compound such as trialkylaluminum in a medium such as decane, benzene or toluene. 

[0060] The aluminoxane may contain a small amount of an organometallic component. Further, it is also possible 
that the solvent or the unreacted organoaluminum compound is distilled off from the recovered solution of aluminoxane 
and the remainder is redissolved In a solvent. 

[0061] Examples of the organoaluminum compounds used for preparing the aluminoxane are the same as those 
described for the organoaluminum compound (11-1). 

[0062] Of these, trtaikylaluminums and tricycloalkylaluminums are particularly preferable. 
[0063] The organoaluminum compounds can be used in combination. 

[0064] Examples of the solvents used for preparing the aluminoxane include aromatic hydrocarbons, such as ben- 
zene, toluene, xylene, cumene and cymene; aliphatic hydrocarbons, such as pentane, hexane, heptane, octane, de- 



EP 0 783 022 B1 

cane, dodecane, hexadecane and octadecane; alicyclic hydrocarbons, such as cyclopentane, cyclohexane, cyclooc- 
tane and methylcyclopentane; petroleum fractions, such as gasoline, kerosine and gas oil; and halides of these aro- 
matic, aliphatic and alicyclic hydrocarbons,' particularly chlorides and bromides thereof. Also employable are ethers 
such as ethyl ether and tetrahydrofuran. Of the solvents, particularly preferable are aromatic hydrocarbons. 

5 [0065] In the benzene-insoluble organoaluminum oxy-compound, an Al component which is soluble in benzene at 
60 is contained in an amount of not more than 10 %, preferably not more than 5 %, particularly preferably not more 
than 2 %, in terms of Al atom, and this compound is insoluble or scarcely soluble in benzene. 
[0066] The benzene-solubility of the organoaluminum oxy-compound can be determined in the following manner. 
The organoaluminum oxy-compound conresponding to 100 mg atom of Al is suspended in 100 ml of benzene and 

10 mixed at 60 °C for 6 hours with stirring. The resulting mixture is then subjected to hot filtration at 60 ""C by means of a 
G-5 glass filter equipped with a jacket. The solid separated on the filter is washed four times with 50 ml of benzene at 
60 ''C. Then, the amount (x mmol) of Al atom present in the whole filtrate is measured to determine the benzene- 
solubility (x %). 

[0067] The compound (11-3) which reacts with the transition metal compound (I) to form an ion pair (sometimes 
15 referred to as "component (11-3)" hereinafter) includes Lewis acid, ionic compounds and carborane compounds de- 
scribed in Japanese Patent Laid-Open Publications No. 501950/1989 and No. 502036/1989. No. 179005/1991. No. 
179006/1991, No. 207703/1991 and No. 207704/1991, and U.S. Patent No. 5,321,106. 

[0068] Examples of the Lewis acid Include triphenylboron, tris{4-fluorophenyl)boron, tris(p-tolyl)boron, tris(o-tolyl) 
boron, tris(3,5-dimethylphenyl)boron, trls(pentafluorophenyl)boron, MgCl2, AI2O3 and Si02-Al203. 
20 [0069] Examples of the Ionic compounds include triphenylcarbeniumtetrakls(pentafluorophenyl)borate, tri-n-buty- 
lammoniumtetrakls(pentafluorophenyl)borate. N,N-dimethylaniliniumtetrakis(pentafluorophenyl)borate and fenvceni- 
umtetra(pentafluorophenyl)borate. 

[0070] Examples of the carborane compounds include decaborane, 1-carbaundecaborane, bis-n-butylammonium 
(l-carbedodeca)borate. tri-n-butylammonium(7,8-dlcarbaundeca)borate and tri-n-butylammonium(tridecahydrlde- 
25 7-carbaundeca)borate. 

[0071] The component (11-3) can be used in combination of two or more kinds. 

[0072] As the compound [II] capable of activating the transition metal compound [I], the component (11-1). the com- 
ponent (11-2) and the component (11-3) can be used in combination. 

[0073] The can-ier [III] employable in the invention Is a granular or fine particle solid having a particle diameter of 10 
30 to 300 ^m, preferably 20 to 200 ^m. 

[0074] As the carrier, a porous inorganic oxide is preferably employed. Examples of such oxides include Si02, AI2O3, 
MgO, Zr02. Ti02, B2O3, CaO, ZnO. BaO. Th02 and mixtures thereof such as Si02-MgO, Si02-Al203, Si02-Ti02, Si02- 
V2O5, Si02-Cr203 and Si02-Ti02-MgO. Of these, preferable is a carrier containing Si02 and/or AI203 as its major 
component. 

35 [0075] The above-mentioned inorganic oxides may contain small amounts of carbonate component, sulfate compo- 
nent, nitrate component and oxide component, such as Na2C03, K2CO3, CaCOs, MgCOs, Na2S04. Al2(S04)3, BaS04, 
KNO3, Mg(N03)2, Al (N03)3, NajO, K2O and Li20. 

[0076] The properties of the carrier [II I] vary depending on the type of the carrier and the process for the preparation 
thereof, but preferably used in the invention is a earner having a specific surface area of 50 to 1.000 m^/g, preferably 
40 100 to 700 m2/g, and a pore volume of 0.3 to 2.5 cm^/g. 

[0077] The inorganic carrier may be optionally used after calcined at a temperature of 100 to 1,000 ""C, preferably 
150 to 700 '^C. 

[0078] The quantity of the adsorbed water on the carrier [III] Is preferably less than 1 .0 % by weight, more preferably 

less than 0.5 % by weight, and the quantity of the surface hydroxyl group is preferably not less than 1.0 % by weight, 
45 more preferably 1.5 to 4.0 % by weight, particularly preferably 2.0 to 3.5 % by weight. 

[0079] The quantity (% by weight) of the adsorbed water on the carrier can be determined by measuring a loss in 

weight of the canrier after drying the carrier at 200 ""C under atmospheric pressure for 4 hours in a stream of nitrogen. 

[0080] The quantity (% by weight) of the surface hydroxyl group in the earner is determined in the following manner. 

The weight of a earner which has been dried at 200 °C under atmospheric pressure for 4 hours in a stream of nitrogen 
50 is taken as X (g), and the weight of a carrier which has been calcined at 1 ,000 °C for 20 hours to remove the surface 

hydroxyl group is taken as Y (g). The quantity of the surface hydroxyl group is calculated in accordance with the 

following equation. 

Quantity of surface hydroxyl group (% by weight) 
= {(X-Y)/X} X 100 
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[0081] Also employable as the carrier [III] is an organic compound. For example, (co)polymers produced mainly from 
a-olefins of 2 to 14 carbon atoms such as ethylene, propylene, 1-butene and 4-methyl-1-pentene or (co)polymers 
produced mainly from vinylcyclohexane or styrene are employable. 

[0082] The catalyst preferably used for preparing the ethylene type polymer (A) and the ethylene type polymer (B) 
5 is a carrier supported metallocene catalyst (solid catalyst) wherein the transition metal compound [I] and the component 

[II] are supported on the carrier [111]. 

[0083] The solid catalyst can be prepared by contacting the component [I], the component [11] and the component 

[III] in an optional order, but it is preferable that the component [II] is contacted with the earner [111] and then with the 
transition metal compound [I]. 

10 [0084] These components can be contacted in an inert hydrocarbon solvent. Examples of the solvents employable 
herein include aliphatic hydrocarbons, such as propane, butane, pentane, hexane, heptane, octane, decane, dodecane 
and hexadecane; alicyclic hydrocarbons, such as cyclopentane, cyclohexane, methylcyclopentane and cyclooctane; 
aromatic hydrocarbons, such as benzene, toluene and xylene; halogenated hydrocarbons, such as ethylene chloride, 
chlorobenzene and dichloromethane; petroleum fractions, such as gasoline, kerosine and gas oil; and mixtures thereof. 

15 [0085] For preparing the catalyst from the above components, the transition metal compound [1] is used in an amount 
of 5 X 10-® to 5 X 10-^ rnol, preferably 10*5 to 2 x 10^ mol, based on 1 g of the carrier [111]. The component [II] is used 
in such an amount that the atomic ratio of aluminum or boron in the component [II] to the transition metal in the transition 
metal compound [I], Al or B/transition metal, is usually 10 to 500 preferably 20 to 200. When the organoaluminum 
compound (IM) and the alumlnoxane (11-2) are used as the component [II], they are desirably used in such amounts 

20 that the atomic ratio of the aluminum atom (AI-1 ) in the component (11-1 ) to the aluminum atom (AI-2) in the component 
(11-2), AI-1/AI-2, is 0.02 to 3, preferably 0.05 to 1 .5. 

[0086] These components are contacted at a temperature of usually -50 to 150 *C, preferably -20 to 120 *C, for a 
period of usually 1 minute to 50 hours, preferably 10 minutes to 25 hours. 

[0087] In the solid catalyst prepared above, the transition metal compound [I] is supported in an amount of preferably 
25 . 5 x 10-6 to 5 X 10-4 g-atom. more preferably 10-^ to 2 x 10^ g atom. in tenns of the transition metal atom, based on 

1 g of the carrier [111]. The component [II] is supported in an amount of preferably 1 0-3 to 5 x 1 0-2 gatom, more preferably 

2 x 10-3 to 2 X 10"2 g atom, in terms of aluminum atom or boron atom, based on 1 g of the carrier [III]. 

[0088] In the (co)polymerization using ethylene, the solid catalyst can be used as it is, but it may be used in the form 
of a prepolymerized catalyst obtained by prepolymerizing an olefin onto the solid catalyst. 

30 [0089] The prepolymerized catalyst can be prepared by prepolymerizing an olefin in the presence of the above com- 
ponents [1] to [111] and generally in an inert hydrocarbon solvent. It is preferable that a solid catalyst is formed from the 
components [I] to [III]. In addition to the solid catalyst, the component [II] may be further added. 
[0090] In the prepolymerization, the transition metal compound [I] is used in an amount of usually 5 x 10*® to 5 x 
10-4 mol, preferably lO'^ to 2 x 10-4 mol, based on 1 g of the earner [III]. The component [II] is used in such an amount 

35 that the atomic ratio of aluminum or boron in the component [II] to the transition metal in the transition metal compound 
[1], Al or B/transition metal, is usually 10 to 500, preferably 20 to 200. When the organoaluminum compound (11-1) and 
the alumlnoxane (11-2) are used as the component [II], they are desirably used in such amounts that the atomic ratio 
of the aluminum atom (AI-1) in the component (11-1) to the aluminum atom (AI-2) in the component (11-2), AI-1/AI-2, is 
0,02 to 3, preferably 0.05 to 1.5. 

40 [0091] In the prepolymerization system, the concentration of the transition metal compound [1] or the solid catalyst 
fonmed from the components (transition metal/1 liter of polymerization volume) is desired to be usually 10*^ to 2 x 10-2 
mol/liter, preferably 5 x 10-5 to -|o-2 mol/liter. 

[0092] The prepolymerization is canled out at a temperature of usually -20 to 60 ""C. preferably 0 to 50 ""C, for a 
period of usually 0.5 to 100 hours, preferably 1 to 50 hours. 
45 [0093] As the olefins for the prepolymerization, ethylene and the aforesaid a-olefins of 3 to 20 carbon atoms are 
employable. These olefins may be copolymerized. 

[0094] For preparing the prepolymerized catalyst, an olefin may be introduced into a solid catalyst suspension pre- 
pared by the use of an inert hydrocarbon solvent, or it is also possible that after separating the solid catalyst from the 
inert hydrocarbon solvent suspension, the solid catalyst is resuspended in an inert hydrocarbon and into the resulting 
50 suspension is introduced an olefin. In more detail, the prepolymerized catalyst can be prepared by, for example, the 
following process. 

[0095] The carrier [111] is suspended in an inert hydrocarbon. To the suspension, the component [II] (e.g., component 
(11-2)) is added to react them for a given period of time. Then, the supernatant liquid is removed, and the resulting solid 
component is resuspended in an Inert hydrocarbon. To the system, the transition metal compound [I] is added to perform 
55 reaction for a given period of time. Then, the supernatant liquid is removed to obtain a solid catalyst. 

[0096] Then, the solid catalyst is added to an inert hydrocarbon containing the organoaluminum compound (com- 
ponent (11-1)). To the system, an olefin is introduced to perform polymerization. Thus, a prepolymerized catalyst is 
obtained. 
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[0097] It is desirable that through the prepolymerization an olefin polymer (prepolymer) is produced in an amount of 
0.1 to 500 g, preferably 0.2 to 300 g, more preferably 0.5 to 200 g, based on 1 g of the earner [III]. 
[0098] In the prepolymerized catalyst thus obtained, the transition metal compound [I] is desired to be supported in 
an amount of about 5 x 10-^ to 5 x 10-^ g atom, preferably 10-^ to 2 x 10*^ g atom, In temis of the transition metal, 
s based on 1 g of the carrier [III], and the component [II] Is desired to be supported in such an amount that the molar 
ratio of aluminum or boron in the component [II] to the transition metal atom. Al or B/transition metal, is 5 to 200. 
preferably 10 to 150. 

[0099] The prepolymerization can be carried out by any of batchwise and continuous processes, and it can be carried 

out under reduced pressure, atmospheric pressure or application of pressure. 
10 [01 00] In the prepolymerization, it is desirable that a prepolymer having an Intrinsic viscosity {r\) (measured in decalin 

at 1 35 **C) of about 0.2 to 7 dl/g. preferably about 0.5 to 5 dl/g, is produced by allowing hydrogen to coexist in the system. 

[0101] In the preparation of the ethylene type polymer (A) and the ethylene type polymer (B), ethylene is polymerized 

or copolymerized with another a-olefin in the presence of the solid catalyst or the prepolymerized catalyst. 

[0102] The polymerization can be carried out by any of liquid polymerization process, such as suspension polymer- 
15 ization process or solution polymerization process, and gas phase polymerization process. Further, the polymerization 

can be carried out by any of batchwise, semi-continuous and continuous processes. 

[01 03] In the liquid polymerization process, an inert hydrocarbon solvent is employable, and examples thereof include 
the same solvents as shown in the preparation of the catalyst. 

[0104] In the polymerization, the solid catalyst or the prepolymerized catalyst is desirably used in such an amount 
20 that the concentration of the transition metal in the polymerization volume (transition metal/polymerization volume-liter) 
is usually 1 0"* to 1 0*3 g atom/liter. preferably 1 0"^ to 1 0-^ g atom/liter. 

[0105] In the polymerization using the prepolymerized catalyst, the component (II) may be added. The component 
(II) can be used in such an amount that the atomic ratio of aluminum or boron in the component (II) to the transition 
metal atom used in the polymerization. Al or B/transitlon metal, is 5 to 300. preferably 10 to 200. more preferably 15 
25 to 150. 

[01 06] The polymerization can be earned out at a temperature of usually -50 to 200 ''C. preferably 0 to 1 00 ''C. under 
a pressure of usually atmospheric pressure to 100 kg/cm^, preferably atmospheric pressure to 50 kg/cm^. The polym- 
erization may be conducted in two or more stages under different reaction conditions. 

[0107] When the ethylene type polymer (A) and the ethylene type polymer (B) are prepared by a suspension polym- 
30 erization process, the polymerization temperature for each case is 0 to 200 ""C. preferably 20 to 1 50 ^'C. In the solution 
polymerization process, the polymerization temperature for each case is 50 to 120 °C. preferably 60 to 110 **C. 
[0108] The molecular weight of the resulting ethylene type polymer can be controlled by allowing hydrogen to exist 
in the polymerization system or by changing the polymerization temperature or the polymerization pressure. 

35 Ethylene type polymer composition 

[0109] The ethylene type polymer composition according to the invention comprises the ethylene type polymer (A) 
and the ethylene type polymer (B). In this composition, the ethylene type polymer (A) is contained in an amount of 20 
to 90 % by weight, preferably 30 to 80 % by weight, more preferably 40 to 75 % by weight, and the ethylene type 
40 polymer (B) is contained in an amount of 10 to 80 % by weight, preferably 20 to 70 % by weight, more preferably 25 
to 60 % by weight. 

[01 10] The ethylene type polymer composition is fbnmed from the ethylene type polymer (A) and the ethylene type 
polymer (B) having such properties that the ratio of the density (d^) of the ethylene type polymer (A) to the density (dg) 
of the ethylene type polymer (B). d^/dQ, is larger than 1 . preferably larger than 1 and not larger than 1 .2, more preferably 
45 1.005 to 1.08. 

[01 11] The ethylene type polymer composition of the invention has the following properties. 

(1) The density is in the range of 0.940 to 0.970 g/cm^, preferably 0.945 to 0.970 g/cm^, more preferably 0.950 to 
0.965 g/cm3. 

so (2) The melt flow rate (MFR) is in the range of 0.005 to 20 g/10 min, preferably 0.008 to 8 g/10 min, more preferably 

0.01 to 1.5 g/10 min. 

(3) The melt tension (MT) and the melt flow rate (MFR) of this ethylene type polymer composition satisfy the 
following relation 



55 



log(MT) ^ -0.4log(MFR) + 0.70. 
The melt tension of the ethylene type polymer composition, satisfying the above relation with the melt flow 
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rate (MFR), is desired to be 1 to 100 g, preferably 2 to 50 g. 

The melt tension (MT) is measured as a stress given when a molten sample is stretched at a constant rate. 
In the present invention, specifically, the melt tension is measured as a stress given when a molten sample (ethylene 
type polymer composition) is stretched by a MT measuring machine (manufactured by Toyo Seiki Seisakusho) 
5 under the conditions of a resin temperature of 190 an extrusion speed of 15 mm/min, a take-up rate of 10 to 

20 m/min, a nozzle diameter of 2.09 mm^ and a nozzle length of 8 mm. 

(4) The diametrical swell ratio exceeds 1 .35. and preferably is more than 1 .35 and not more than 1 .65. 

[0112] An ethylene type polymer composition with this swell ratio has excellent moldability. For example, by blow 
10 molding of this ethylene type polymer composition, bottles having high strength can be obtained because of good 
shape of pinch-off portions. Moreover, since the distribution of the wall thickness of bottles (hollow molded articles) 
can be narrowed, a mass per the unit area of the production can be reduced. Provided that the mass of the production 
is identical, bottles of higher bucking strength can be obtained. 

[01 13] The swell ratio of the ethylene type polymer composition can be measured in the following manner. 

15 [01 14] Capillograph-1 B (barrel diameter: 10 mm, manufactured by Toyo Seiki Seisakusho) is equipped with a tubular 
nozzle (inner diameter (D^): 3 mm, outer diameter 4 mm, length: 10 mm), and a barrel (to be charged with a sample) 
is heated to 200 ""C and maintained at this temperature. The ban-el is charged with 10 g of a sample. Then, a piston 
is fitted, and degassing is performed, followed by preheating for 6 minutes. After the preheating, the sample is extruded 
at each piston speed of 10, 20. 30, 50 and 75 (mm/min). The strands thus extruded are measured on their diameters 

20 (Dj) at the position of 15 mm downward from the nozzle tip by means of laser beam. 

[01 15] A ratio (SRj = OJDq) of the strand diameter (D;) measured at each piston speed to the tubular nozzle diameter 
(Dq) is plotted against the piston speed on a semi-logarithmic paper to obtain a curve. From this curve, a SR value 
corresponding to the piston speed of 50 (mm/min) is read out, and this value is taken as the swell ratio. It is also 
possible to find a shear rate of the sample correspondingly to the piston speed. 

25 [01 16] To the ethylene type polymer composition of the invention, various additives, such as weathering stabilizer, 
heat stabilizer, antistatic agent, anti-slip agent, anti-blocking agent, anti-fogging agent, lubricant, pigment, dye. nucle- 
ating agent, plasticizer, anti-aging agent, hydrochloric acid absorbent and antioxidant, may be added within limits not 
prejudicial to the object of the present invention. 

[0117] The ethylene type polymer composition of the invention can be prepared by blending the ethylene type polymer 
30 (A) and the ethylene type polymer (B) by known methods, or it can be directly prepared through polymerization. 
[0118] Some blending methods are given below. 

(1) The ethylene type polymer (A), the ethylene type polymer (B). and if desired, other components are blended 
by means of an extruder, a kneader or the like. 
35 (2) The ethylene type polymer (A), the ethylene type polymer (B), and if desired, other components are dissolved 

In an appropriate good solvent (e.g., hydrocarbon solvent such as hexane, heptane, decane, cyclohexane. ben- 
zene, toluene or xylene), followed by removing the solvent. 

(3) The ethylene type polymer (A), the ethylene type polymer (B), and If desired, other components are each 
independently dissolved in an appropriate good solvent, then the resulting solutions are mixed, followed by re- 

40 moving the solvent. 

(4) Blending is conducted by combining the above methods (1) to (3). 

[01 19] For directly preparing the ethylene type polymer composition comprising the ethylene type polymer (A) and 
the ethylene type polymer (B) through the polymerization, for example, the aforesaid polymerization may be conducted 
45 in two or more stages under different reaction conditions to prepare the ethylene type polymer (A) and the ethylene 
type polymer (B), thereby preparing the ethylene type polymer composition. 

[0120] The ethylene type polymer composition of the invention has excellent moldability, so that it can be widely 
used by molding it into various articles, e.g., cans for industrial chemicals, drum cans, bottles. Inflation films and pipes, 
through various molding (or fomiing) methods such as blow molding, vacuum or pressure forming, inflation molding, 
50 extrusion molding and expansion molding. The molded articles thus produced, e.g., cans for industrial chemicals, drum 
cans and bottles, are excellent in mechanical strength as well as in rigidity. 

EFFECT OF THE INVENTION 

55 [0121] The ethylene type polymer composition according to the invention shows excellent moldability and can be 
molded into articles having excellent rigidity and mechanical strength such as stress crack resistance. 
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EXAMPLE 

[0122] The present invention will be further described with reference to the following examples, but it should be 
construed that the invention is in no way limited to those examples. 
5 [0123] In the invention, properties of the ethylene type polymer composition are evaluated in the following manner. 

Izod impact strength (IZ) 

[0124] The Izod Impact test was earned out in accordance with JIS K 711 0. The testing temperature was -30 ""C. 

10 

Measurement of ESCR 

[0125] ESCR was measured in accordance with ASTM D 1693. 

15 Measuring conditions 

[0126] 

Temperature: 50 °C 
20 Surface active agent: Antalox CO-630 

Concentration of surface active agent: 10 % 

Synthesis Example 1 

25 Preparation of solid catalyst (a) 

[0127] 5.0 Grams of silica having been dried at 250 °C for 10 hours was suspended in 80 ml of toluene, and the 
resulting suspension was cooled to 0 °C. Then, to the suspension was dropwise added 28.7 ml of a toluene solution 
of methylalumtnoxane (Al: 1 .33 mol/liter) over a period of 1 hour. During the addition, the temperature of the system 

30 was maintained at 0 °C. Subsequently, the reaction was conducted at 0 °C for 30 minutes. Then, the temperature of 
the system was raised to 95 ""C over a period of time 1.5 hours, and at this temperature the reaction was performed 
for 4 hours. Thereafter, the system was cooled to 60 ^C, and the supernatant liquid was removed by decantation. 
[0128] The resulting solid component was washed twice with toluene and resuspended in 80 ml of toluene. To the 
system, 100 ml of a toluene solution of ethylene-bis{indenyI)zirconium dichloride (Zr: 0.00192 mmol/ml) was added at 

35 room temperature. The reaction was further conducted at 80 ''C for 2 hours. Then, the supernatant liquid was removed. 
The remainder was washed third times with hexane to obtain a solid catalyst (a) containing 2.4 mg of zirconium per 1 
g of the catalyst. 

Preparation of prepolymerized catalyst (A) 

40 

[0129] In 200 ml of hexane, 7 g of the solid catalyst (a) prepared above was suspended. To the system was added 
■ 9.5 ml of a decane solution of triisobutylaluminum (1 mmol/ml), and the prepolymerization of ethylene was performed 
at 35 '^C for 2 hours to obtain a prepolymerized catalyst (A) containing 2.2 mg of zirconium per 1 g of the solid catalyst 
and containing 3 g of an ethylene type polymer as a prepolymer. 

45 

Synthesis Example 2 

Preparation of solid catalyst (b) 

50 [01 30] A solid catalyst (b) was obtained in the same manner as in Synthesis Example 1 , except that 86 ml of a toluene 
solution of dimethytsilylene-bis(2-methyl-4-phenylindenyl)zirconium dichloride (Zr: 0.00223 mmol/ml) was used in 
place of the toluene solution of ethylene-bis(indenyl)zirconium dichloride. 

Preparation of prepolymerized catalyst (B) 

55 

[0131] A prepolymerized catalyst (B) containing 2.0 mg of zirconium per 1 g of the solid catalyst and containing 3 g 
of an ethylene type polymer as a prepolymer was obtained in the same manner as in the preparation of the prepolym- 
erized catalyst (A), except that the solid catalyst (b) was used in place of the solid catalyst (a) and the prepolymerization 
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time was varied to 1.5 hours. 
Synthesis Example 3 
Preparation of solid catalyst (c) 

[01 32] A solid catalyst (c) was obtained in the same manner as in Synthesis Example 1 , except that 24 ml of a toluene 
solution of bls(1,3-dimethylcyclopentadienyl)zlrconium dichloride (Zr: 0.00778 mmol/ml) was used in place of the tol- 
uene solution of ethylene-bis(indenyl)zirGonium dichloride. 

Preparation of prepolymerized catalyst (C) 

[0133] A prepolymerized catalyst (C) containing 2.3 mg of zirconium per 1 g of the solid catalyst and containing 3 g 
of an ethylene type polymer as a prepolymer was obtained in the same manner as in the preparation of the prepolym- 
erized catalyst (A), except that the solid catalyst (c) was used in place of the solid catalyst (a). 

Synthesis Example 4 

Preparation of solid catalyst (d) 

[01 34] A solid catalyst (d) was obtained in the same manner as in Synthesis Example 1 , except that 22 ml of a toluene 
solution of (cyclopentadienyl)(pentamethylcyclopentadienyl)zirconium dichloride (Zr 0.00851 mmol/ml) was used in 
place of the toluene solution of ethylene-bis(indenyl)zirconium dichloride. 

Preparation of prepolymerized catalyst (D) 

[0135] A prepolymerized catalyst (D) containing 2.3 mg of zirconium per 1 g of the solid catalyst and containing 3 g 
of an ethylene type polymer as a prepolymer was obtained in the same manner as In the preparation of the prepolym- 
erized catalyst (A), except that the solid catalyst (d) was used in place of the solid catalyst (a). 

Preparation Example 1 

Preparation of ethylene polymer (1) 

[0136] To a 2 liter stainless steel autoclave thoroughly purged with nitrogen, 1 liter of hexane was introduced. The 
temperature of the system was set to 70 °C, and nitrogen in the autoclave was replaced with ethylene. To the autoclave 
were then added 1.5 ml of a decane solution of triisobutylaluminum (1 mmol/ml) and 0.01 mmol (in terms of zirconium 
atom) of the prepolymerized catalyst (A). 

[0137] To the autoclave, 1,500 Nml of hydrogen was added, and ethylene was then fed to initiate polymerization at 
the total pressure of 8 kg/cm^-G. The temperature of the system immediately rose to 80 °C. 
[0138] Thereafter, only ethylene was supplemented to maintain the total pressure at 8 kg/cm^-G, and the polymer- 
ization- was conducted at 80 ''C for 1 .5 hours. After the polymerization was completed, the resulting polymer was filtered 
and dried overnight at 80 ^'C. Thus, 284 g of an ethylene type polymer (1) (homopolyethylene) was obtained. 
[0139] The ethylene type polymer (1) had a density of 0.972 g/cm^. (ii) of 1.3 dl/g and MFR of 18.5 g/10 min. 

Preparation Example 2 

Preparation of ethylene polymer (2) 

[0140] Polymerization of ethylene was carried out in the same manner as in Preparation Example 1 , except that an 
amount of hydrogen added was varied to 1 .000 Nml. Thus. 446 g of an ethylene type polymer (2) (homopolyethylene) 
was obtained. 

[0141] The ethylene type polymer (2) had a density of 0.964 g/cm^. (ii) of 1 .71 dl/g and MFR of 1 .90 g/10 min. 
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Preparation Example 3 

Preparation of ethylene polymer (3) 

5 [0142] Polymerization of ethylene was carried out in the same manner as in Preparation Example 1, except that no 
hydrogen was added. Thus, 572 g of an ethylene type polymer (3) (homopolyethylene) was obtained. 
[0143] The ethylene type polymer had a density of 0.951 g/cm^, (ti) of 4.0 dl/g and MFR of 0.002 g/10 min: 

Preparation Example 4 

10 

Preparation of ethylene polymer (4) 

[0144] To a 2 liter stainless steel autoclave thoroughly purged with nitrogen, 1 liter of hexane was introduced. The 
temperature of the system was set to 70 °C, and nitrogen in the autoclave was replaced with ethylene. 
15 [01 45] To the autoclaved were then added 40 ml of 1 -hexene, 1 .5 ml of a decane solution of triisobutylaluminum (1 
mmol/ml) and 0.0025 mmol (in terms of zirconium atom) of the prepolymerized catalyst (A). To the autoclave was 
further fed ethylene to initiate polymerization at the total pressure of 8 kg/cm^G. The temperature of the system Im- 
mediately rose to 80 °C. 

[0146] Thereafter, ethylene was supplemented to maintain the total pressure at 8 kg/cm^-G, and the polymerization 
20 was conducted at 80 '^C for 1 .5 hours. After the polymerization was completed, the resulting polymer was filtered and 
dried overnight at 80 **C. Thus, 437 g of an ethylene type polymer (4) (ethylene/hexene copolymer) was obtained. 
[0147] In the ethylene type polymer (4), the units derived from 1-hexene were contained in amounts of 3.0 % by mol. 
This ethylene type polymer had a density of 0.925 g/cm^, (i^) of 3.2 dl/g and MFR of 0.01 g/10 min. 

25 Preparation Example 5 

Preparation of ethylene polymer (5) 

[0148] Polymerization of ethylene was carried out in the same manner as in Preparation Example 4, except that 5 
30 ml of 1 -hexene was added and 500 Nml of hydrogen was added. Thus. 21 2 g of an ethylene type polymer (5) (ethylene/ 
hexene copolymer) was obtained. 

[0149] The ethylene type polymer had a density of 0.956 g/cm^, (ti) of 1 .8 dl/g and MFR of 1 .0 g/10 min. 
Preparation Example 6 

35 

Preparation of ethylene polymer (6) 

[01 50] Polymerization of ethylene was carried out In the same manner as In Preparation Example 4, except that an 
amount of 1-hexene added was varied to 10 ml. Thus, 332 g of an ethylene type polymer (6) (ethylene/hexene copol- 
<o ymer) was obtained. 

[0151] The ethylene type polymer had a density of 0.938 g/cm^, {r\) of 3.0 dl/g and MFR of 0.01 g/10 min. 
Example 1 

45 Preparation of ethylene type polymer composition (1) 

[0152] 35 Grams of the ethylene type polymer (1) obtained in Preparation Example 1, 15 g of the ethylene type 
polymer (3) obtained in Preparation Example 3, 0.05 g a phenol heat stabilizer (Irganox 1076, available from Ciba- 
Geigy Corporation) and 0.025 g of a phosphorus heat stabilizer (Irgafos 168, available from Ciba-Geigy Corporation) 
50 were dry blended and then melt kneaded at 200 °C by means of a batchwise kneader (Laboplastomill, manufactured 
by Toyo Seiki Seisakusho K.K.). 

[0153] The resulting ethylene type polymer composition (1) had a density of 0.966 g/cm^ and MFR of 2.2 g/10 min. 
The results are set forth in Table 1. 

55 
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Example 2 

Preparation of ethylene type polymer composition (2) 

5 [01 54] An ethylene type polymer composition (2) was obtained in the same manner as in Example 1 , except that the 
ethylene type polymer (2) was used in place of the ethylene type polymer (1) and the ethylene type polymer (4) was 
used in place of the ethylene type polymer (3). 

[0155] The resulting ethylene type polymer composition (2) had a density of 0.951 g/cm^ and MFR of 0.61 g/10 min. 
The results are set forth in Table 1 . 

10 

Example 3 

Preparation of ethylene type polymer composition (3) 

15 [0156] To a 2 liter stainless steel autoclave thoroughly purged with nitrogen, 1 liter of hexane was introduced. The 
temperature of the system was set to TCC, and nitrogen in the autoclave was replaced with ethylene. To the autoclave 
were then added 1 .5 ml of a decane solution of triisobutylaluminum (1 mmol/ml) and 0.005 mmol (in terms of zirconium 
atom) of the prepolymerized catalyst (B). To the autoclave was further fed ethylene to Initiate polymerization at the 
total pressure of 8 kg/cm^-G. The temperature of the system immediately rose to 80 °C. Thereafter, only ethylene was 

20 supplemented to maintain the total pressure at 8 kg/cm^-G, and the polymerization was conducted at 80 °C for 0.5 
hour (referred to step (i)). 

[0157] After the polymerization was completed, feeding of ethylene was terminated. Then* a mixed gas of ethylene 
and hydrogen (hydrogen content: 0.7 % by mol) was fed to perform polymerization at 80 for 1 hour (referred to step 
(ii))- 

25 [0158] After the polymerization was completed, the resulting polymer was filtered and dried overnight at 80 °C. Thus, 
264 g of an ethylene type polymer composition (3) was obtained. 

[01 59] 50 Grams of the ethylene type polymer composition (3), 0.05 g a phenol heat stabilizer (Irganox 1 076, available 
from Ciba-Geigy Corporation) and 0.025 g of a phosphorus heat stabilizer (Irgafos 168, available from Ciba-Geigy 
Corporation) were dry blended and then melt kneaded at 200 ""C by means of a batchwise kneader (Laboplastomill, 
30 manufactured by Toyo Seiki Seisakusho K.K.). 

[01 60] The resulting ethylene type polymer composition (3) had a density of 0.958 g/cm^ and MFR of 0.02 g/1 0 min 
(intrinsic viscosity (t|): 3.57 dl/g). 

[0161] As a result of the operation of the step (i) only, 106 g of an ethylene type polymer having a density of 0.941 
g/cm^ and an intrinsic viscosity {y\) of 6.83 dl/g was obtained. From the results, the density, the intrinsic viscosity (t\) 
35 and the amount of the ethylene type polymer obtained through the step (ii) were calculated to be 0.970 g/cm^, 1 .38 dl/ 
g (MFR: 5.6 g/10 min) and 158 g, respectively. The results are set forth in Table 1. 

Example 4 

40 Preparation of ethylene type polymer composition (4) 

- [0162] -Polymerization was carried out in the same manner as in Example 3, except that In the step (i) a mixed gas 
of ethylene and 1-butene (1-butene content: 0.476 % by mol) was used in place of ethylene and the polymerization 
time was varied to 0.2 hour (referred to step (iii)) and, in the step (ii) a mixed gas having a hydrogen content of 1.9 % 
45 by mol was used as the mixed gas of ethylene and hydrogen and the polymerization time was varied to 1.3 hours 
(referred to step (iv)). 

[01 63] After the polymerization was completed, the resulting polymer was filtered and dried overnight at 80 °C. Thus, 
250 g of an ethylene type polymer composition (4) was obtained. 

[0164] The ethylene type polymer composition (4) was melt kneaded with the stabilizers in the same manner as in 
50 Example 3. 

[0165] The resulting ethylene type polymer composition (4) had a density of 0.962 g/cm^ and MFR of 0.12 g/10 min 
(intrinsic viscosity (t|): 2.43 dl/g). 

[0166] As a result of the operation of the step (iii) only, 75 g of an ethylene type polymer having a density of 0.939 
g/cm^ and an intrinsic viscosity {r\) of 5.80 dl/g was obtained. From the results, the density, the intrinsic viscosity {r\) 
55 and the amount of the ethylene type polymer obtained by the step (iv) were calculated to be 0.972 g/cm^, 1.00 dl/g 
(MFR: 50 g/10 min) and 175 g, respectively. The results are set forth in Table 1. 
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Table 1 









ex. 1 




. CX.o 


ex.** 


v,/Omp. px. 1 


5 


Ethylene type polymer (A) 


Density (d^) (g/cm^) 


0.972 


0.964 


0.97 


0.972 


0.956 






(11) (dl/g) 


1.0 


1.71 


l.OO 


4 AA 
1.00 


l.o 






MrK (9' mm) 


IcS.o 


i Q 

i.y 


O.D 


00 


1.0 




Ethylene type polynfier (B) 


Density (ag) (g/cm'') 






A Oil 4 


A OOA 


A AOQ 

o.yoo 


10 




(ti) (dl/g) 


4.0 


3.2 


O.OO 


5.0 


O A 

3.0 






MFR (g/10 mm) 


0.002 


A A'l 
0.01 






0.0 1 




Ethylene type polymer 


(A)/(B) (by weight) 


70/30 


70/30 


60/40 


7A/0 A 


dO/40 


15 


composition 




1.02 


1.04 


1.03 


1.034 


1.02 






Density (g/cm^) 


0.966 


A AC'I 

0.951 


A ACQ 

0.95o 


A ACO 


A AC'I 






MrK (g/iumin) 




U.DI 




U. IZ 


u.o 


20 




MT (g) 


4 


9 


30 


12 


8 




log (MT) 


0.60 


0.95 


1.48 


1.08 


0.90 






-0.4 log (MFR)+0.70 


0.56 


0.79 


1.38 


1.07 


0.82 






Swell ratio 


1.38 


1.47 


1.40 


1.38 


1.40 


25 




IZ (kgcm/cm) 


3.0 


12 


30 


40 


10 






ESCR 


3 


30 


130 


40 


10 



[01 67] It has been confirmed that the ethylene type polymer compositions obtained In Examples 1 to 4 have excellent 
moldability. mechanical strength, rigidity and ESCR. 



Claims 

1. An ethylene polymer composition comprising: 

(A) an ethylene polymer in an amount of 20 to 90% by weight, said ethylene polymer being an ethylene polymer 
or a copolymer of ethylene and an a-olefin of 3 to 20 carbon atoms and having the following properties: 

(A-1) the density (d^) is in the range of 0.96 to 0.98 g/cm^. and 

(A-2) the intrinsic viscosity in decalin at 135°C In decalin at 135''C (ri) is In the range of 0.5 to 3.0 dl/g; 

and 

(B) an ethylene polymer In an amount of 80 to 10 % by weight, said ethylene polymer being an ethylene 
polymer or a copolymer of ethylene and an a-olefin of 3 to 20 carbon atoms and having the following properties: 

(B-1) the density (dg) is in the range of 0.91 to 0.965 g/cm^, and 

(B-2) the intrinsic viscosity in decalin at 135*'C (ti) is in the range of 3.0 to 10 dl/g. 

at least one of said ethylene polymer (A) and said ethylene polymer (B) being an ethylene polymer prepared 
by the use of a metallocene catalyst, 

wherein said ethylene polymer composition has the following properties: 

(1) a ratio (d^/de) of the density (d^) of the ethylene polymer (A) to the density (dg) of the ethylene polymer 
(B) is larger than 1; 

(2) the density is in the range of 0.940 to 0.970 g/cm^; 

(3) the melt flow rate (MFR, measured at 1 90 °C under a load of 2. 1 6 kg) is in the range of 0.005 to 20 g/1 0 min; 

(4) the melt flow rate (MFR) and the melt tension (MT) at 190°C satisfy the following relation 
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log(MT) ^ -0.4!og(MFR) + 0.7; 

and 

(5) the diametrical swell ratio, (ratio of strand diameter to tubular nozzle diameter at a piston speed of 50 mm/ 
min as measured by capillograph-ip equipped with a tubular nozzle and a barrel at 200°C exceeds 1.35. 

The ethylene polymer composition as claimed in claim 1, wherein the ethylene polymer (A) and/or the ethylene 
type polymer (B) Is obtainable by the use of a carrier supported metallocene catalyst comprising: 

[I] a transition metal compound represented by the following formula (I): 




wherein 

M is a transition metal atom of Group 4 to Group 6 of the periodic table. 

R^ and R^ may be the same as or different from each other, they are each hydrogen atom, a 
halogen atom, a hydrocarbon group of 1 to 20 carbon atoms, a halogenated hydrocarbon group of 1 to 
20 carbon atoms, a silicon-containing group, an oxygen-containing group, a sulfur-containing group, a 
nitrogen-containing group or a phosphorus-containing group, or a part of the adjacent groups of R^ to R^ 
are bonded to each other to fomi at least one ring together with carbon atoms to which they are bonded, 
and X2 may be the same as or different from each other, and are each hydrogen atom, a halogen atom, 
a hydrocarbon group of 1 to 20 carbon atoms, a halogenated hydrocarbon group of 1 to 20 carbon atoms, 
an oxygen-containing group, a sulfur-containing group or a nitrogen-containing group, and 
Y is a divalent hydrocarbon group, a divalent silicon-containing group or a divalent germanium-containing 
group; 

. . [II] a compound which is capable of activating the transition metal compound [I] and is at least one compound 
selected from: 

(11-1) an organoaluminum compound, 
(11-2) an aluminoxane, and 

(11-3) a compound which reacts with the transition metal compound [I] to form an ion pair; and 
[III] a fine particle carrier. 

An ethylene polymer composition according to claim 2 wherein the metallocene catalyst is a prepolymerized cat- 
alyst. 

A process for producing the ethylene polymer composition according to claim 2 or 3 which process comprises 
producing the metallocene catalyst by a process comprising contacting components [I], [II] and [III] so as to perform 
reaction and optionally forming a prepolymerized catalyst by prepolymerizing an olefin in the presence of the 
reacted components. 
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5. A process for producing the ethylene polymer composition according to any one of claims 1 to 3 which process 
comprises producing A and/or B by polymerizing ethylene or ethylene and an a-olefin of 3 to 20 carbon atoms 
using the metallocene catalyst in a concentration of 10^ to 10'^ g.atom (transition metal) per litre. 

6. A process of blow moulding a polymer composition according to any one of claims 1 to 3. 

7. A moulded article fashioned from a polymer composition according to any one of claims 1 to 3. 



Patentanspruche 

1. Ethylenpolymerzusammensetzung umfassend: 

(A) ein Ethylenpolymer in einer Menge von 20 bis 90 Gew.-%, wobei das Ethylenpolymer ein Ethylenpolymer 
Oder ein Copolymer aus Ethylen und einem a-Olefin mit 3 bis 20 Kohlenstoffatomen und mit den folgenden 
Eigenschaften ist: 

(A-1) die Dichte (d^) liegt im Bereich von 0,96 bis 0,98 g/cm^ und 

(A-2) die intrinsische Viskositat {r\) in Decalin bei ^Z5''C liegt Im Bereich von 0,5 bis 3,0 dl/g; 

und 

(B) ein Ethylenpolymer in einer Menge von 80 bis 10 Gew.-%, wobei das Ethylenpolymer ein Ethylenpolymer 
Oder ein Copolymer aus Ethylen und einem a-Olefin mit 3 bis 20 Kohlenstoffatomen und mit den folgenden 
Eigenschaften ist: 

(B-1) die Dichte (dg) liegt im Bereich von 0,91 bis 0,965 g/cm^ und 

(B-2) die intrinische Viskositat (r|) in Decalin bei 135°C liegt im Bereich von 3,0 bis 10 dl/g, 

wobei mindestens eines von Ethylenpolymer (A) und Ethylenpolymer (B) ein Ethylenpolymer ist, das durch 
die Verwendung eines Metallocenkatalysators hergestellt wird, 

wobei die Ethylenpolymerzusammensetzung die folgenden Eigenschaften aufweist: 

(1) ein Verhaltnis (d^/dQ) der Dichte (d^) des Ethylenpolymers (A) zur Dichte (dg) des Ethylenpolymers (B) ist 
groHeralsl; 

(2) die Dichte liegt Im Bereich von 0,940 bis 0.970 g/cm^; 

(3) der Schmelzindex (MFR, gemessen bei 190''C unter einer Last von 2,16 kg) liegt im Bereich von 0,005 
bis20g/10min; 

(4) der Schmelzindex (MFR) und die Schmelzspannung (MT) bei 190°C erfullen die folgende Beziehung 

' log(MT) > -0.4log(MRF) + 0.7; " ' 

und 

(5) das diametrale Schwellverhattnis (Verhaltnis von Strangdurchmesser zu rohrenfonmigem Dusendurchmes- 
ser bei einer Kolbengeschwindigkeit von 50 mm/min. wie mittels Capillograph-IB gemessen, der mit einer 
rohrenformigen Duse und einem Zyllnder ausgestattet ist, bei 200°C) uberstelgt 1 ,35. 

2. Ethylenpolymerzusammensetzung nach Anspruch 1 , wobei das Ethylenpolymer (A) und/oder das Ethylenpolymer 
(B) durch Verwendung eines tragergestutzten Metallocenkatalysators erhaltlich ist, umfassend: 

[I] eine Obergangsmetallverbindung, die durch die folgende Formel (I) dargestellt ist: 
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X' x' 




worin 

M ein Obergangsmetallatom der Gruppe 4 bis Gruppe 6 des Periodensystems ist. 

R^ R2 R3 und R"*, die gleich oder verschleden sein konnen, jeweils ein Wasserstoffatom, ein Halogena- 
tom, eine Kohlenwasserstoffgruppe mit 1 bis 20 Kohlenstoffatomen, eine halogenierte KohlenwasserstofF- 
gmppe mit 1 bis 20 Kohlenstoffatomen, eine Silizium enthaltende Gruppe, eine Sauerstoff enthaltende 
Gruppe, eine Schwefel enthaltende Gruppe. eine Stickstoff enthaltende Gruppe oder eine Phosphor ent- 
haltende Gruppe sind, oder ein Teil der benachbarten Gruppen von R'' bis R^ miteinander verbunden sind, 
urn zusammen mit den Kohlenstoffatomen, an die sie gebunden sind, mindestens einen Ring zu bilden, 

und X2 gleich oder verschleden sein konnen und jeweils ein Wasserstoffatom. ein Hatogenatom. eine 
Kohlenwasserstoffgruppe mit 1 bis 20 Kohlenstoffatomen. eine halogenierte Kohlenwasserstoffgruppe 
mit 1 bis 20 Kohlenstof^tomen. eine Sauerstoff enthaltende Gruppe, eine Schwefel enthaltende Gruppe 
Oder eine Stickstoff enthaltende Gruppe sind und 

Y eine zweiwertige Kohlenwasserstoffgruppe, eine zweiwertige, Silizium enthaltende Gruppe oder eine 
zweiwertige. Germanium enthaltende Gruppe Ist; 

[II] eine Verbindung, die in der Lage ist, die Ubergangsmetallverbindung [I] zu aktivieren, und mindestens eine 
Verblndung Ist. die ausgewahit ist aus: 

(11-1) einer Organoaluminiumverbindung. 
(11-2) einem Aluminoxan und 

(11-3) einer Verbindung. die mit der Obergangsmetallverblndung [I] reagiert, um ein lonenpaar zu bilden; 
und 

[III] einem Feinteilchentrager. 

Ethylenpoiymerzusammensetzung nach Anspruch 2. wobei der Metallocenkatalysator ein vorpolymerisierter Ka- 
talysator ist. 

Verfahren zur Herstellung der Ethylenpoiymerzusammensetzung nach Anspruch 2 oder 3, wobei das Verfahren 
die Herstellung des Metallocenkatalysators mittels eines Verfahrens, umfassend das Kontaktieren der Komponen- 
ten [I], [II] und [III], um so die Reaktion durchzufuhren. und wahlweise das Ausbilden eines vorpolymerisierten 
Katalysators durch Vorpolymerisation eines Olefins in Anwesenheit der reagierten Komponenten. umfasst. 

Verfahren zur Herstellung der Ethylenpoiymerzusammensetzung nach einem der Anspruche 1 bis 3, wobei das 
Verfahren das Erzeugen von A und/oder B durch Polymerisation von Ethylen oder Ethylen und einem a-Oiefin mit 
3 bis 20 Kohlenstoffatomen unter Verwendung des Metallocenkatalysators in einer Konzentration von 10-^ bis 10-^ 
g-Atom (Qbergangsmetall) pro Liter umfasst. 

Verfahren zum Blasformen einer Polymerzusammensetzung nach einem der Anspruche 1 bis 3. 
Formkorper, der aus einer Polymerzusammensetzung nach einem der Anspruche 1 bis 3 gefonmt ist. 
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Revendications 

1. Composition polym^re 6thyl6njque comprenant : 

5 (A) un polym^re ^thylenique k raison de 20 ^ 90 % en poids, ledit polym^re ^thyl^nique 6tant un polym^re 

6thyl§nlque ou un copolym^re d'^thyl^ne et d'une a-ol6fine comportant de 3 d 20 atomes de carbone et v6- 
rifiant les propri6t6s suivantes : 

(A-1) sa density (d;^) se situe dans I'intervalle allant de 0,96 d 0,98 g/cm^ et 
10 (A-2) sa viscx3sit6 intrins^que (r\) dans de la decaline k ^35°C se situe dans I'intervalle allant de 0,5 a 3,0 

dUg; 

et 

(B) un polym^re 6thyl6nique ^ raison de 80 § 10 % en poids, ledit polym^re 6thylentque etant un polym^re 
15 ^thylenique ou un copolym^re d'ethyl^ne et d'une a-olefine comportant de 3 d 20 atomes de carbone et 

. rifiant les propriet^s suivantes : 

(B-1) sa density (de) se situe dans Tintervalle allant de 0,91 a 0,965 g/cm^ et 

(B-2) sa viscosity intrlns^que (i^) dans de la decaline d 135°C se situe dans rintervalle allant de 3,0 d 10 
20 dL/g: 

au moins I'un dudit pofym^re 6thyl6nique (A) et dudit polym^re ^thyl^nique (B) etant un polymere ethyl§nique 
prepare d I'aide d'un catalyseur organometallique, 

dans lequel ladite composition de polymere ^thyl^nique v^rifie les propri^t^s suivantes : 

25 

(1) le rapport (d^/de) de la density (d^) du polymere 6thyl6nique (A) par rapport d la density (dg) du polymere 
Sthylenique (B) est superieur a 1 ; 

(2) la densite se situe dans rintervalle allant de 0,940 a 0,970 g/cm^ ; 

(3) le taux de fluage (« melt flow rate » MFR mesur^ d 190''C sous une charge de 2,16 kg) se situe dans 
30 I'intervalle allant de 0,005 d 20 g/10 min ; 

(4) le taux de fluage (MFR) et la tension d T^tat fondu (MT) k 190°C satlsfont d la relation suivante : 

log(MT) > -0.4 log(MFR) + 0.7 ; 

et 

(5) le rapport de gonflement du diametre (rapport entre le diam^tre de fil et le diam^tre de tuyere tubulaire 
pour une vitesse de piston valant 50 mm/min mesur§e par un Capillograph-IB ^quip6 d*une tuyere tubulaire 
et d'un cylindre a 200°C) depasse 1.35. 

2. Composition de polymere ethylenique selon la revendication 1, qui pemiet d'obtenir le poIym6re 6thyl6nique (A) 
et/ou le polymere de type ethylenique (B) ^ I'aide d'un catalyseur de type organometallique soutenu par un support 
comprenant : 

45 [I] un compose de metal de transition repondant d la fomfiule suivante (I) : 



50 
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oCi 

M repr^sente un m^tal de transition entre le groupe 4 et le groupe 6 du tableau p^rtodique, 
R1, R2, r3 et R4 peuvent etre Identiques ou diff6rents les uns des autres, chacun 6tant un atome d'hy- 
drog^ne, un atonne d'halog^ne, un groupe hydrocarbon^ comprenant de 1 ^ 20 atomes de carbone, un 
groupe hydrocarbure halogen^ comprenant de 1 d 20 atomes de carbone, un groupe contenant du sillcium, 
un groupe contenant de I'oxyg^ne, un groupe contenant du soufre, un groupe contenant de I'azote ou un 
groupe contenant du phosphore, ou bien une partie des groupes adjacents de R^ a R"^ sont li^s les uns 
aux autres pour fonner au moins un cycle ensemble, grSce k des atomes de carbone auxquels ils sont li^s, 
et peuvent 3tre identiques ou diff^rents I'un de I'autre, chacun ^tant un atome d'hydrog^ne, un 
atome d*halog§ne. un groupe hydrocarbon^ comprenant de 1 d 20 atomes de carbone, un groupe hydro- 
carbure halog§ne comprenant de 1 ^ 20 atomes de carbone, un groupe contenant de i'oxyg^ne, un groupe 
contenant du soufre ou un groupe contenant de I'azote, et 

Y est un groupe hydrocarbon^ divalent, un groupe divalent contenant du silicium ou un groupe divalent 
contenant du germanium : 

[II] un compost susceptible d'activer le compost [I] du m^tal de transition et constitu§ d'au moins un compost 

choisi parmi : 

(11-1) un compose organoaluminique, 
(11-2) un aluminoxane et 

(11-3) un compost qui rSagit avec le compost m§tallique de transition [I] pour former une paire d'ions ; et 

[III] un porteur de particules fines. 

Composition de polymSre 6thylenique selon la revendication 2, le catalyseur organom§tallique ^tant un catalyseur 
prepolymerise. 

Proc6d6 de production d'une composition de poIym§re ethylenique conforme k la revendication 2 ou 3, lequel 
proced^ comprend la production du catalyseur organometallique par le biais d'un processus consistant ^ mettre 
en contact les constituants [I], [II] et [III] afin de mettre en oeuvre une reaction et eventuellement de former un 
catalyseur pr^polym^risd par polymerisation pr6alable d*une define en presence des constituants devant reagir. 

Precede de production d'une composition de polymere ethylenique conforme a I'une quelconque des revendica- 
tions 1^3, lequel proc6de comprend la production de A et/ou de B par polymerisation d'6thyl6ne ou bien d'ethylene 
et d'une a-olefine comportant de 3 d 20 atomes de carbone en employant le catalyseur organometallique en 
concentration de 10*^ d 10'^ grammes d'atomes (de metal de transition) par litre. 

Procede d'extrusion-soufflage d'une composition de polymere conforme e I'une quelconque des revendications 1 
e3. 

Article mouie obtenu e partir d!une composition de polymere conforme e I'une quelconque des revendications 1^3. 
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